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WHAT IS INTENTIONAL LEGACY?
Intentional: done
by intention or
design : INTENDED

Legacy: something
transmitted by or
received from an
ancestor or
predecessor or from
the past
3
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WHAT DO WE MEAN BY LEGACY?
"legacies" are what we leave behind, to family,
friends, work colleagues, neighbors, communities;
these include material possessions, our history,
belief systems and values (if adopted), business
practices, prejudices, name, reputation and
teaching (if useful)
4
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PARENTS CAN LEAVE LEGACIES OF LIFE SKILLS
AND FAITH EXAMPLES TO THEIR CHILDREN
Proverbs 1:8-9 (NKJV)
8 Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction
and do not forsake your mother’s teaching.
9 They are a garland to grace your head
and a chain to adorn your neck.
5
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LEAVING A LEGACY…
•

As a Christian, you are a leader

•

What will be the impact of your leadership?
You are called to leave a legacy in the lives of
others
Matt 28:18-20

•
•

6
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…IN THE LIVES OF OTHERS
1 Timothy 1:2 (NKJV)
To Timothy my true son in the faith.
2 Timothy 2:2 (NKJV)
The things you have heard me say in the presence
of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who
will also be qualified to teach others.
7
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…IN THE LIVES OF OTHERS
2 Timothy 1:3 (NKJV)
I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience,
as my forefathers did, as without ceasing I remember you in
my prayers night and day.
2 Timothy 3:14, 15 (NIV)
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have
become convinced of, because you know those from whom
you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the
Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
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SOMETHING POWERFUL THAT PEOPLE WILL
REMEMBER & TREASURE
Psalm 145:4-7 (NIV)
4 One generation commends your works to another; they tell
of your mighty acts.
5 They speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty—and I
will meditate on your wonderful works.
6 They tell of the power of your awesome works—and I will
proclaim your great deeds.
7 They celebrate your abundant goodness and joyfully sing of
your righteousness legacy.
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SOMETHING POWERFUL ...
1 Chronicles 29:11 (NIV)
Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and
the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for
everything in heaven and earth is yours.Yours,
Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over
all.
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GOOD LEGACY BUILDING STARTS NOW

We can leave good legacies or poor ones.
Biblical autobiographies are full of both.
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FEAR THE LORD AND OBEY HIM
Your legacy begins in your heart, in your relationship with
God.
Psalm 112:1-2
How blessed is the man who fears the LORD,
Who greatly delights in His commandments. His
descendants will be mighty on earth; the generation of the
upright will be blessed.”
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RECOGNIZE THE WORLD’S NEEDS AND
RESPOND WITH COMPASSION AND ACTION
Matthew 9:36 (NKJV) But when He saw the
multitudes, He was moved with compassion for
them, because they were weary and scattered,
like sheep having no shepherd.
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PRAY THAT GOD WILL USE YOU TO
ACCOMPLISH HIS PURPOSES
1 Chronicles 4:10 (NIV)
Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, “Oh, that you
would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your
hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I
will be free from pain.” And God granted his
request.
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ASK GOD TO GIVE YOUR CHILDREN A SENSE
OF PURPOSE, DIRECTION, AND MISSION

The challenge here is to leave your children a
heritage, not just an inheritance. As someone
once said, “Our children are messengers we send
to a time we will not see.”
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CLOSING THOUGHTS…
BE COURAGEOUS

“Some men show courage throughout the
whole of their lives. Others sail with the
wind until the decisive moment when their
conscience and events propel them into
the center of the storm.”

When you fly over rows of houses, do
you wonder how many people in those
homes know Jesus? This year millions of
people will die without hearing the
name of Christ. Millions more will pray to
idols. Someone needs to reach these
people with the Good News.
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ELIJAH’S LEGACY
I Kings 19:15-16
The Lord said to Elijah, “Go back the way you
came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When
you get there anoint…Elisha son of Shaphat from
Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet.
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ELIJAH’S LEGACY
2 Kings 2:9-13
The Lord said to Elijah, “Go back the way you
came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When
you get there anoint…Elisha son of Shaphat from
Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet.
20
20
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JONATHAN’S LEGACY

1 Samuel 18:4
4 Jonathan stripped himself of the outer robe that
he was wearing and gave it to David, with his
armor, including his sword, his bow, and his belt.
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JESUS' LEGACY FOR HIS DISCIPLES
Matthew 16:13, 20
13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His
disciples, saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” 14 So
they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah
or one of the prophets.”
20 Then He commanded His disciples that they should tell no one that
He was Jesus the Christ. 21 From that time Jesus began to show to His
disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third
day.
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JESUS' LEGACY WAS MADE UP OF HIS:

Holy

Life (1 Peter 1:22 MSG)

Teaching

(Matthew 11:28-30)

Love

and Compassion for all people (Matthew
15:32)
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JESUS' LEGACY WAS MADE UP OF HIS:

Humility

(Philippians 2:5-11)

Selfless

generosity (1 John 3:16)

Service

(John 13:15)

24
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JESUS' LEGACY WAS MADE UP OF HIS:

Personal

Relationship with God the Father (John

5:17-21)
Obedience
vision

and Dedication to God (Luke 2:52)

of world evangelism (Mark 1:16, 17)

25
25

SOME OLD TESTAMENT LEADERS WHO
LEFT LEGACIES
Abel

- a man of faith who pleased God in his
daily life; a role model (Hebrews 11:4)

Moses

and Aaron - "You led your people like a
flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron." (Psalm
77:20)
26
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SOME OLD TESTAMENT LEADERS WHO
LEFT LEGACIES
 Josiah

- he led the nation to repentance, but his legacy
was short-lived (2 Kings 22)
 Nehemiah - he re-built Jerusalem; his example has served
generations of Christian leaders - "Think upon me, my
God, for good, according to all that I have done for this
people." (Nehemiah 519)
 Esther - she risked everything and saved her nation; a
feast day commemorating her story (Feast of Purim)
continues today
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SOME NEW TESTAMENT LEADERS WHO
LEFT LEGACIES
 Epaphroditus

- "my brother, co-worker and fellow
soldier, who is also your messenger, whom you sent
to take care of my needs." (Philippians 2:25)

 Paul

& Timothy - "We proclaim (Christ), admonishing
and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we
may present everyone fully mature in Christ. To this
end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ
so powerfully works in me. " (Colossians 1:28, 29)
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MORE LESSONS FROM PAUL
 "What

you heard from me, keep as the pattern of
sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus.
Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you
guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in
us." (2 Timothy 1:13, 14)

 "You, however, know

all about my teaching, my way
of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance,
persecutions, sufferings." (2 Timothy 3:10)
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WHO IS YOUR ELISHA?

"Whom are you anointing?
In whom are you investing?

30
30
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"They will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them."
(Revelation 14:13)
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“THEY ARE NOT DEAD WHO LIVE IN
LIVES THEY LEAVE BEHIND. IN THOSE
WHOM THEY HAVE BLESSED, THEY LIVE
A LIFE AGAIN.”
– HUGH ROBERT ORR
32
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ELIJAH & ELISHA
I Kings 19:15-16
2 Kings 2:9-13
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JONATHAN'S LEGACY

1 Samuel 18:4
4 Jonathan stripped himself of the outer robe that
he was wearing and gave it to David, with his
armor, including his sword, his bow, and his belt.
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JESUS' LEGACY WAS MADE UP OF HIS:

Holy

Life (1 Peter 1:22 MSG)

Teaching
Love

(Matthew 11:28-30)

and Compassion for all people (Matthew 15:32)
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JESUS' LEGACY WAS MADE UP OF HIS:

Humility

(Philippians 2:5-11)

Selfless

generosity (1 John 3:16)

Service

(John 13:15)
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JESUS' LEGACY WAS MADE UP OF HIS:

Personal

Relationship with God the Father (John

5:17-21)
Obedience
Vision

and Dedication to God (Luke 2:52)

of world evangelism (Mark 1:16, 17)
39
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FACTORS THAT KILL AN EFFECTIVE LEGACY
NOT KNOWING WHEN TO LET GO
1 Ch 10:13-15
13 Saul died because he was unfaithful to the
Lord; he did not keep the word of the Lord and
even consulted a medium for guidance, 14 and did
not inquire of the Lord. So, the Lord put him to
death and turned the kingdom over to David, son
of Jesse.
40
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FACTORS THAT KILL AN EFFECTIVE LEGACY
LACK OF DIRECTION
Acts 5:36 (NIV)
36 Some time ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody,
and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his
followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing.
Mark 13:6
6 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He,’ and will
deceive many.
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FACTORS THAT KILL AN EFFECTIVE LEGACY
LACK OF REAL SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY
Jeremiah 23:21, 22 NIV
21
I did not send these prophets, yet they have run with
their message; I did not speak to them, yet they have
prophesied.
22
But if they had stood in my council, they would have
proclaimed my words to my people and would have turned
them from their evil ways and from their evil deeds.

42
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ADOPTING SECULAR MODELS
WITHOUT REGARD FOR SPIRITUAL TRUTH

Jude 19 These are the people who divide you,
who follow mere natural instincts and do not have
the Spirit.
2 Thessalonians 3:4 "We have confidence in the
Lord that you are doing and will continue to do
the things we command."
43
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BE HONEST ABOUT YOUR FLAWS
LACK OF INTEGRITY, MORAL COURAGE, HONESTY AND
ETHICS

Jeremiah 5:4, 5
"I thought, 'These are only the poor; they are foolish,
for they do not know the way of the LORD, the
requirements of their God. So, I will go to the leaders
and speak to them; surely, they know the way of the
LORD, the requirements of their God.' But with one
accord they too had broken off the yoke and torn off
the bonds."

44
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BE HONEST ABOUT YOUR FLAWS
LACK OF INTEGRITY, MORAL COURAGE, HONESTY AND
ETHICS

Jeremiah 5:31
The prophets prophesy lies, the priests' rule by
their own authority, and my people love it this way.
But what will you do in the end?"
45
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A positive legacy must be
developed; it doesn't just
happen.

46
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INTENTIONAL LEGACY
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Jesus as our example

•

Factors that kill an effective
legacy
Have a mission worth passing
on as a legacy

•
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DEVELOPING NEXT LEVEL LEADERS
Start thinking about your legacy now
 who

is in your sphere of influence?

 who

is affected by your decisions, lifestyle?

 how

will you earn the right to influence them in the
long term?

 how

will you impart your legacy and know it has
"stuck"?
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STARTING OUT – WHERE YOU ARE
Be Contagious
2 Corinthians 9:2 AMP
2 for I know your eagerness [to promote this cause],
and I have [proudly] boasted to the people of
Macedonia about it, telling them that [a]Achaia has
been prepared since last year [for this contribution],
and your enthusiasm has inspired the majority of
them [to respond].

50
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STARTING OUT - WHERE YOU ARE

Psalm 79:13
So we, your people, the sheep of your pasture, will
give you thanks forever; we will declare and
publish your praise from generation to generation.
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IS YOUR "MISSION" WORTH PASSING ON?
Colossians 2:2, 3
"My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart
and united in love, so that they may have the full
riches of complete understanding, in order that
they may know the mystery of God, namely,
Christ."
52
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IS YOUR "MISSION" WORTH PASSING ON?

1 Corinthians 4:16; 11:1
16 Therefore I urge you, imitate me.
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IS YOUR "MISSION" WORTH PASSING ON?
Hebrews 13:7 (NIV)
"Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of
God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of
life and imitate their faith."

54
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STEPS TO LEAVING A GODLY LEGACY TO
THE NEXT GENERATION
1 Ch 28:9
9 “And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God
of your father, and serve him with wholehearted
devotion and with a willing mind, for the Lord
searches every heart and understands every desire
and every thought. If you seek him, he will be found
by you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you
forever.
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STEPS TO LEAVING A GODLY LEGACY TO
THE NEXT GENERATION
REMIND THEM:
1 Ch 28:1
Then King David said to the whole assembly: “My son
Solomon, the one whom God has chosen, is young
and inexperienced. The task is great, because this
palatial structure is not for man but for the Lord
God.

56
56
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STEPS TO LEAVING A GODLY LEGACY TO
THE NEXT GENERATION
INSTRUCT THEM:
1 Ch 28:9
9 “And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of
your father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion
and with a willing mind, for the Lord searches every
heart and understands every desire and every thought.
If you seek him, he will be found by you; but if you
forsake him, he will reject you forever.
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STEPS TO LEAVING A GODLY LEGACY TO
THE NEXT GENERATION
ENCOURAGE THEM:
1 Ch 28:10
10 Consider now, for the Lord has chosen you to
build a house as the sanctuary. Be strong and do the
work.”

58
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STEPS TO LEAVING A GODLY LEGACY TO
THE NEXT GENERATION
EQUIP THEM:
1 Ch 28:11-12
11 Then David gave his son Solomon the plans for the
portico of the temple, its buildings, its storerooms, its
upper parts, its inner rooms and the place of atonement.
12 He gave him the plans of all that the Spirit had put in
his mind for the courts of the temple of the Lord and all
the surrounding rooms, for the treasuries of the temple
of God and for the treasuries for the dedicated things.
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STEPS TO LEAVING A GODLY LEGACY TO
THE NEXT GENERATION
EMPOWER THEM:
1 Ch 28:20
20 Be strong and of good courage and do it; do not fear
nor be dismayed for the Lord God – my God – will be
with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you, until
you have finished all the work for the service of the
house of the Lord.
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STEPS TO LEAVING A GODLY LEGACY TO
THE NEXT GENERATION
POINT THEM:
1 Ch 29:1
Then King David said to the whole assembly: “My son
Solomon, the one whom God has chosen, is young
and inexperienced. The task is great, because this
palatial structure is not for man but for the Lord
God.”
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